@ongress of the United States
MWashington, BE 20515

The Honorable Barack Obama

President of the United States of America
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

January 30, 2015
Dear President Obama:

We write to request the inclusion of robust funding for the United States Department of
Education Office of Civil Rights (OCR) in your Fiscal Year 2016 budget request. We ask
specifically that the amount requested exceed the request in your Fiscal Year 2015 budget
request by 5 percent.

Last year, our country celebrated the 60" anniversary of the Brown v. Board of

Education decision and its historic declaration that education “is a right which must be made
available to all on equal terms.” Unfettered access to education is the cornerstone of our
country’s fundamental promise that no matter who we are or what we start with, the doors of
opportunity are within reach. Although six decades have passed since Brown, differences in
educational opportunity persist in the United States, including across the lines of race, sex,
language, gender identity, sexual orientation, and disability status. When students of color attend
high schools with fewer Advanced Placement courses than their white peers, when an estimated
1 in 5 college women experience sexual assault, when LGBT students are harassed and bullied,
and when English language learners or students with disabilities struggle to keep up, we are
reminded that justice and equality are not brought to life solely by the letter of the law but by
enforcement that turns principle into reality.

Responsible for investigating discrimination complaints, conducting compliance reviews, and
providing technical assistance on civil rights issues in our schools, OCR is tasked with
enforcing some of our country’s landmark civil rights legislation. From Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act to Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 to Title II of the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990, OCR’s work bridges the gap between promises made and promises
kept.

In recent years, OCR’s workload has spiked dramatically, as civil rights complaints received by
the Department rose by more than 26 percent from 7,841 in 2011 to an estimated 9,950 in

2015. While our national conversations around income inequality, achievement gaps, and sexual
violence on college campuses have underscored the importance of OCR’s work, the Office’s
annual appropriations have decreased since 2012. For this reason, we ask that your FY2016
budget request include a 5 percent increase from the FY2015 budget request and an 8 percent
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increase over the FY2014 appropriation. It is imperative that OCR have the resources to meet its

expanding workload with continued success.

We applaud your Administration’s efforts to keep the American Dream alive in every classroom
across the country. While our nation grapples with a range of powerful and complex questions,
fundamental principles of justice and equality offer unequivocal clarity. If our nation’s schools
leave behind a child todayi, it is far more likely that the global economy will leave behind that
student tomorrow. Enforcing civil rights laws in education is essential in building an economy
where opportunity is universally accessible and prosperity is broadly shared.

Sincerely,
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Jo%eptr®. Kennedy I

Member of Congress

Henry C* “Hank” Jo
Member of Congress
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Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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ddie Bernice Johnson

Member of Congress

Charles B. Rangel
Member of Congress

David Scott

AX¥Cee L.*Hastings
Member of Congress
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Donna F. Edwards
Member of Congress

'Keith Elliso—
Member of Congress
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Mark Pocan ~
Member of Congress




S AN AR BT

I\fgfes P. McGovern Seth Moulton
ember of Congress Member of Congress
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Niki Tsongas

Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch ichard E. Neal
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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inda Sanchez

Member of Congress
(Willdm R. Keating \ Michelle Lujan Grisham

Member of Congress Member of Congress



